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Scottish gate; in the second a woman experiments with the love
of living persons only to wonder at their ways and despise
them; and in the last the woman loves a more civilized type of
man, and both the lover and the love are dragged into debase-
ment by 'love's tyranny'. This last variety, though a considera-
ble improvement over the previous ones, is also imperfect as it
lacks spontaneity and complete self-surrender.

In the third section, Abercrombie represents woman as
realising the need for virginity as an essential constituent of
her being and of true love. He uses the word 'virginity* in a
most comprehensive sense. It is not mere physical virginity or
chastity. It is also uprightness of spirit, firm and unbending
to the demands of the world. He cites the example of Judith,
a widow of Bethulia, who had an ardent love for her husband.
She suddenly reconciles herself to the idea of luring the
Assyrian General to death when her country is besieged and is
in danger, and thus she sacrifices her uprightness of spirit or
spiritual virginity. This stage leads up tG' the "Eternal Wedding"
which embodies the poet's conception of perfect love, "in which
the dual powers of the sexual and spiritual are fused in
harmony with the basic principle of life".l There shall then be
a transcendental union of those powers expressing themselves
in a single ecstasy.

To understand the whole theme of this magnlieeut work of
art, a close study of each of the three sections as parts of a
single poem, is absolutely necessary. In the words of Miss
M.C. Sturgeon, "while single poems from it {Emblems of Lo?e)
will disclose high individual value, both as art and philosophy,
their whole effect and meaning can only be completely seized
by reading them as a sequence, and in the light of the concep-
tion to which they all contribute".a To quote Abercrombie
himself, the sense of the greatness of (great) poetry can hardly
be so decisive as when our minds are, without interruption,
dominated by a single form of one poem. * He continues that a
similar. If not equal effect, may be produced by a series of
poems where some connexion of theme, in idea or mood, some

1 Prisdlla Thotitess- Modem Poetic Drama, p. 66.

*  Mary C. Sturgeon - Studies of Contemporary poets, p. 29.

*  Abercromfole - The Idea of Great Poetry, p. 72.